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The NorthStar teachers had the opportunity last week to attend our Christian school
teachers’ convention. It is always a great time of fellowship and usually has some very
insightful sessions to take in. One presentation was by a University of Alberta
professor who has a dentistry degree and two PhD’s — one in evolutionary biology and
the other in theology. He was an interesting guy. He spoke on the origin of the
universe & life, presenting five different scenarios: young earth creation, progressive
creation, evolutionary creation, deistic evolution, and atheistic evolution. This
professor has a heart for students who lose their faith under the pressure of the
influences at university, especially from the science people. It was a lot to take in and
your view on the authority of Scripture both speaks to this issue and can be shaped by
it as well.

One of the keynote speakers was a professor from Taylor University who spoke on
interpreting the Bible — very timely for me after hearing the other guy. One piece that
stood out is how understanding the audience that a Biblical author was speaking to
can influence our understanding. As an example he spoke of how dogs are seen in the
Scriptures. In Luke 16:21 the author tells us about a beggar named Lazarus saying
“Even the dogs came and licked his sores.” As a 21st century westerner | read this as
the dogs were being kind to Lazarus, helping him out. The presenter showed a video
of a dog trained to place its body under the head of its owner when she is having a
seizure. The dog’s dedication to this woman is amazing to see and fits with my notion
of dogs. To the 1st century audience dogs licking your sores meant something quite
different. Dogs were considered scavengers so this was describing how lowly this
beggar was — how much of an outcast he was.
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“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1
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Our understanding of the Bible matters a great deal to our faith. The message of
salvation is simple — even a child can understand it. However, the Bible is not simple —
it is a complex collection of documents that take a great deal of effort to understand
deeply. When someone brings a viewpoint or an idea that is a challenge to how we
think we need to weigh that idea, to evaluate it. The standard we need to evaluate it
against is God’s Word but we need to dig into the Word and to understand how we
approach the Word. We can’t just take someone else’s viewpoint, no matter how many
degrees they have or what job they do. | like how the New American Standard Bible
translates 2 Timothy 2:15. “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a
workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”
This is the work we do in a Christian school as teachers and the work you do at home
as parents. May we all be truly be diligent as we help to shape the minds of our
students and children.

Randell P. Wood

Principal
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nt ates to remember!

GMAIL

Every NorthStar student is given a Gmail account.

For online and PBR students this a very important form of communication
between the teacher and the student.

We are experiencing some issues with teacher feedback going into the SPAM
folder in student’s Gmail.

Please look at your SPAM folder daily.

Make sure you have logged into your Gmail and check it daily.

For questions contact Barb at barb.johnson@nsaschool.ca
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This is open to all Print Base Resource, Online, and Home Education students. It is optional, and students and
parents/supervisors can decide the extent of your involvement together. | know there are some students that
want to do Bible Memory, but don’t have a Bible Memory program in their curriculum, or love it so much that
they want to do extra, so here is one you can use!

Check Us Out

Did you know that NorthStar Academy posts updates about upcoming events, contests, homeschool tips, and
more on our website and social media? Check out the links below for all of the updates:

www I Facebook.com/northstaracademycanada
\_ www.NorthStarAcademyCanada.org + Instagram: @northstaracademycanada

#103,1001-20 Ave | Box 2220 Didsbury, AB TOM OWO0 | 1 877 335 1171

www.northstaracademycanada.org | office@nsaschool.ca


https://www.facebook.com/northstaracademycanada/
https://www.instagram.com/northstaracademycanada/
http://www.NorthStarAcademyCanada.org

Crizy

HAT & HAR
Wednesday, November 20th!

Ways to participate:

1. Find or create for yourself some crazy hair or
hat.

Become a crazy hair or hat stylist. Download
the colouring sheet, choose your client and
model their hairdo or design their hat.

Post a picture of your own crazy hair/hat or your crazy hair/hat design
to our Moodle picture gallery or shared Google slide show —Look under
the Celebrations tab within the Learning Commons.

“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.”

~ Psalm 126:2
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In Flanders Fields
John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders Fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders Fields.
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POPPY
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