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To say that the 2020 school year is looking to be an interesting one would be an
understatement. Many students around the province are experiencing classrooms and
hallways very differently with all the COVID-19 protocols. Many students are doing
some of their work from home with a few variations of blended programs happening as
teachers and students try out new systems. At NorthStar Academy we have been
specializing in education from home for decades now so what is new for some school
systems is routine for us.

The interest in education from home has certainly not been routine. The steady growth
curve we have been experiencing over the last five years or so has turned sharply
upwards. Our parent-directed, teacher-directed, and shared responsibility programs
have increased in size by 250%. We have added 13 teachers, increased the work time
for several of our part-time teachers, and hired on five administrative support staff to
help us provide services to all of our students/families. God has blessed us with great
people who understand the privilege it is to work in a Christian school. We are still
getting to know one another, which is more challenging in a time of pandemic
restrictions, but it is going well.

Our Activity Days and Learning Clusters are up and running. These opportunities for
students, parents, and teachers to get together are not only fun but they help us all
build important connections. The venues we work with have been busy figuring out
how they can operate which impacts how we can set up our activities. It has been an
interesting challenge to get organized and things are still changing as new rules come
into place in different cities and towns but Amanda Sadler, our A Days coordinator, is
on top of it all.

There are likely a few more twists and turns to come this year but | know we can
navigate them together as our God is on his throne and has all things under control.
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“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1
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Congrats on getting married Emily!
The “Office Bridesmaids”
BRSO 7 T e
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o MICROSOFT OFFICE

We offer a free Microsoft office which is needed for all
assignments in our online program. Contact Barb at
barb.johnson@nsaschool.ca

MYPASS

If you are a high school student wanting to access your
transcripts, register at https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/
myPass/welcome
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Check Us Out

Did you know that NorthStar Academy posts updates about upcoming events, contests, homeschool tips, and
more on our website and social media? Check out the links below for all of the updates:

www | Facebook.com/northstaracademycanada
\_ www.NorthStarAcademyCanada.org + Instagram: @northstaracademycanada
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Tips and tricks

Homeschooling isn’t always easy, and due to a pandemic and other life circum-
stances we find that more people decided to homeschool in 2020. Here are
some tips and tricks to help keep your experience a sane one!

| am allowed to hit pause.

Sometimes in hard moments we forget that we don’t have to
keep doing something that isn’t working. Whether it’s math
practice or nature walks, it’s okay to stop when something is
frustrating or upsetting.

I’m going to listen to my child right now.

There are times when your best-laid homeschool plans go
awry because your plans and your child’s don’t match up in
a moment. In those moments, try letting go of your agenda
and listening to your child.

I’'m expecting myself to be perfect, but | shouldn’t.

Sometimes, the biggest challenges we

face as homeschoolers come when we 'I'h e n zw
have to face our own insecurities. If

you’re feeling less-than, remind your-

self that you’re the only person ex- n O r m O
pecting you to be perfect.
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